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the material to be explained. But if the principle is to include the
latter, there would be nothing left to be explained. As we have
said, the principle is what is traced out in the latter; and though
it gives unity to the divergent material, it does not include it as
such. The all-comprehensiveness of the Absolute means that, at
the level of the Absolute, the world is transformed and becomes
one with the Absolute, and not that the Absolute includes the
world as such. The conformation of the world to the Absolute
then, means that it is capable of being transformed and made one
with the Absolute, but not that it is already one with the Absolute.
When we say that nature conforms to the moral ideal, we do not
mean that the moral ideal is actually realized in nature, but that
nature can be moulded in a way that agrees with the moral ideal.
And as regards the theoretical conformation, it is the presence of
the ideal in our actual, and not the complete equality of the two.
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THE ABSOLUTE AND SUPERPOSITION
If the actual appears to be real because of the presence of the true
existence shining through it, if the true existence or reality is the
ideal, whence then does the actual come? What is its relation
to the true existence? Sankara.tells us that it is superimposition.
Others tell us that it is the transformation (parinama) of the
ideal. If it is asked, how can the ideal remain intact if it undergoes
transformation? they say that the ideal as an agent has a power
(fakti) and the world is a transformation of this power, not of the
ideal itself. But Sankara and his followers find it difficult to under-
stand how to differentiate between an agent and his power in that
way, and say that we cannot take half a fowl for cooking and
allow the other half to lay eggs.
If the ideal is present in the actual, does it exist just as things
exist in a box? The relation is certainly more intimate. The ideal
is what makes the actual appear as existent; it is the latter's
existential aspect or aspect of reality. The actual is therefore
a form superposed on the ideal. The ideal appears as the actual:
existence or reality appears as a form. The Absolute appears as
the world. The latter is an expression of the Absolute. But this
expression does not affect the Absolute. It may express itself in
one way now and in another the next. And it remains unperturbed
and full. But if the Absolute is the real, what are we to say of the
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